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The Gospel in Romans and Galatians



March 2, 2008

LESSON 1

POWER OF THE GOSPEL

STUDY TEXT: Romans 1:1-17; Galatians 1:6-24

PRINTED TEXT: Romans 1:8-12, 14-17; Galatians 1:10-13, 15, 16, 21-24

CENTRAL TRUTH: God’s power to save from sin and change lives is revealed through the gospel.

BIBLE FOCUS: “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” ─Romans 1:16 

Lessons to Learn:
1. Why was Paul eager to preach the gospel at Rome? 

2. What gave Paul the confidence to preach the gospel to anyone, anywhere?

3. How was Paul’s own life changed by the gospel?

What’s This Lesson About?

The world seeks power in all its forms. Nations spend huge sums in pursuit of military power, developing new weapons and stockpiling old ones, while the elite members of the “nuclear club” do all they can to bar others from entry. Technological power is equally prized, as both governments and businesses recognize that every high-tech advance gives them an edge over their rivals. Economic power may be the most sought after treasure of all, as it is the magic key to obtaining weapons, technology and all other goods and services available under the sun.

But there is a power greater than all of these. To cleanse a sinful soul, to heal a wounded heart, to redeem a wayward life – only the power of God is sufficient for these. This supernatural, divine power is released into the world in a strange but simple way, often overlooked by this power-hungry world. Today’s lesson unveils the source of this power: the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Power of the Word

1. Brings People to Faith

(Romans 1:7-15)

Romans 1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers;

10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established;

12 That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.

Though he was from a Jewish background, Paul was a well-traveled man with a cosmopolitan outlook, having visited Rome’s imperial provinces in Europe, Asia Minor, and the Middle East. In the gospel of Christ, Paul had found a message that transcended boundaries of geography, language, and culture. As he preached the gospel in Jewish synagogues, Ephesian meetings halls and Greek marketplaces, he saw faith spring up in the hearts of men and women, bringing them into relationship with the God who had created all races of humanity. 

Both his theology and his personal experience convinced Paul that the gospel is equally relevant to the civilized and sophisticated Greeks and the uncultured and illiterate tribal peoples. Having been entrusted with a universal message of hope, Paul was eager to seize every opportunity to take it to the center of the Empire as well as its distant borders. The gospel treasure was not given to him merely for his own personal benefit but to distribute far and wide.

2. Reveals God’s Righteousness

(Romans 1:16, 17) 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

What gave Paul the confidence to take the story of a Jewish carpenter’s son and present it to farmers, fishermen, soldiers, and slaves as something that would make a difference in their daily lives? What gave Paul the courage to offend the Jewish religious authorities by claiming that the man they rejected and condemned was the Messiah sent from God? What gave Paul the confidence to engage Greek intellectuals in philosophical disputes about life, death, and resurrection? 

Fundamentally, Paul’s courage and confidence stemmed from his own encounter with the risen Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit in his heart and mind. For Paul, the gospel was not an abstract theory he had heard or read but a life-changing truth verified in his personal experience. God’s power and righteousness were no longer just theological doctrines he had learned about from the rabbis. The gospel unleashed these dynamic realities to transform the life of anyone who believed. 

3. Changes Lives

(Galatians 1:6-24)

Galatians 1:10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.

11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.

12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.

13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:

15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace,

16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:

21 Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;

22 And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ:

23 But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith which once he destroyed.

24 And they glorified God in me.

When Paul preached the gospel, he did so as a living testimony to the transforming power of his message. Having had a strict Jewish upbringing in the exacting sect of the Pharisees, Paul outdistanced his peers in his knowledge of the Law and his adherence to its demands. His religious fervor drove him to persecute Christians, whom he perceived to form a dangerous, heretical cult in opposition to the teachings of Judaism. 

But a vision of the resurrected Jesus literally stopped him in his tracks and reversed the course of his life. All of his energy was now devoted to promoting the teaching he formerly opposed. The most zealous persecutor of the church was transformed into its most zealous missionary. 

The gospel offered Paul what years of scrupulous legalism had never given him: forgiveness from the guilt of sin, deliverance from the power of sin, and enduring peace with God, all founded upon the divine love and grace revealed in Christ. 

This Week in the Word

Paul emphasizes that the gospel gives access to the power of God and the righteousness of God. Religious rules and ceremonies, no matter how solemn and sincere, are fueled by human effort and limited to human results. They are all about what we do for God. But self-effort and self-righteousness won’t get us far. 

In contrast, the gospel presents what God has done for us in Christ and what He does in us through the Holy Spirit. In the gospel God offers us His own righteousness as a gift, and moves to change our hearts and lives by His own power. This is a better way. 

“The kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). 

Word Power

GOSPEL

The English word gospel is used to translate the New Testament Greek word euaggelion, a noun formed from the verb euangelizesthai, the source of our English word evangelize and its cognates. 

Earliest English editions of the Bible used the Anglo-Saxon word “godspell” to translate the noun euaggelion. Godspell meant “the story about a god” and was used because the story about Jesus was good news. As English developed, the word was shortened to “gospel,” and the Anglo-Saxon meaning was lost.

It was the association of gospel with the story of Jesus that invested the word with the meaning “good news.” 

� P. Joel Snider, “Gospel,” article in CD-ROM Holman Bible Dictionary, Parsons Technology, 1994.






